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it will suffer pain and be unhappy; but when it has
by sad experience acquired an intimate knowledge of
that cutting process, its faith in the original assertion
is infinitely strengthened and it becomes quite ready
to accept without the least question the warning that
if it falls out of the window it may be killed. The
faith which conies from experience in small things,
and from a clear understanding of the law, is a far
more valuable possession. It is as far in advance of
the unquestioning acceptance of the child as is the
positive virtue of a man or woman of high principles,
surrounded but untouched by almost overwhelming
temptation, in advance of, and on a higher plane
than, the negative quality of pure innocence in the
untried cEld. The difference is exactly analogous.

It is this higher quality of faith which the churches
should demand of humanity to-day, this faith of the
grown man who has grasped and accepted the working
of the law, so far as he is able to understand it,
and finding it to satisfy the logical questionings of
his awakening intellect, and realizing at the same
time the limitations of that human intellect, is,
therefore, prepared to accept in pure faith further
possibilities which he is not yet able directly to
comprehend.

Before, therefore, the Church is in a position to
insist upon its pupils displaying the virtue of faith,
it would seem necessary that it should acquaint its
ministers with at least the elementary facts of its own
doctrine, and familiarize them with the first principles
of the working of the great cosmic law behind those
facts, in order that it may lead its disciples for the
first few steps along the path of true faith.

We have suggested that the clergy as a whole are
unaware of the most elementary facts concerning the
esoteric aspect of the Christian doctrine, and for that
reason we find that the normal Church service appears,
except to a small minority of initiates, as & vitiated